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Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fornns the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 

the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Thro et al. (Pat # 6, 147,977) in view of Huna (pat# 6,438,217). 

Regarding claims 1, 4, 7 and 10-13, Thro discloses: 
An electric mail sending apparatus, comprising: 

An attribute table storing a display form defined based on a terminal model name (Thro 

On col. 4, lines 65-66, see Figure 2, item 74: teaches display preference table); 

An accepting device for accepting a receiver's terminal model name that is input by a 

user (Thro on col. 5, lines 2-1 1 teaches user selects type of display format the incoming 

messages should be displayed also see col. 2, lines 57-63, wherein user identification is 

retrieved which is equivalent to claimed receiving terminal model name) 

A reader connected to the attribute table and the accepting means for reading the 

display form defined based on the receiver's terminal model name from the attribute 

table (Thro on col. 5. lines 3-25 teaches the user's cellular telephone can display the 

message as a page or voice from reading user's selected preferences); 

A display connected to the editing device and the reader for displaying the electric mail 
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Text based on the display form read from the attribute table (Thro on col. 4, line 65- col. 
5, line 25: teaches user selects type of display format indicated in the display preference 
table) 

A sending device connected to the editing device for sending the electric mail (Thro on 
Col. 5, lines 22-25 teach sending messages to the user's cellular telephone). 
However, Thro does not explicitly disclose "an editing device for composing and editing 
A text of an electric mail" and "wherein the electric mail text based on the display form is 
displayed on the display of the electric mail sending apparatus before the electric mail is 
sent by the sending device to the receiver's terminal". 

Huna discloses creating and composing a message on a data entry web page; wherein 
the message text on the data entry area can be previewed as plain text or html before 
sending the message to the recipient; when the message is sent to the recipient device 
the message is translated to the format compatible with receive device (see Figures 6-7 
and Figure 8. items 810. 816. and 822, and col. 16, lines 24-29). 
It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Huna into Thro to provide a data entry area to 
compose a message and preview the message before sending it to the recipient's 
device, as taught by Huna, incorporated into the messaging system of Thro, in order to 
provide the capability of composing future messages in a type of format compatible to 
the receiving device. 
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Regarding dependent claims 2, 5, and 8, Thro discloses: 

wherein the attribute table stores a number of lines that is displayabie on a 
display screen of a receiver's terminal and a number of characters per line, the reading 
means includes number-of-character reading means for reading the number of lines that 
is displayabie on the display screen of the receiver's terminal and the number of 
characters per line, and the display means includes means connected to the editing 
means and the number-of-character reading means for displaying the electric text 
based on the displayabie number of lines and the number of characters per line that are 
read from the attribute table (Thro on col. 4, lines 65-66 teaches display preference 
table 71 includes a field for devices and a field for display format and on col. 
5, lines 1 1-25 teaches if the user selected that the messages, sent to the facsimile 
machine, are to be displayed in a standard facsimile format). 

Regarding dependent claims 3, 6, and 9, Thro discloses: 

wherein the display means displays copy data of the electric text based on the display 
form read from the attribute table (Thro on col. 5, lines 2-1 1 teaches the message 
content should only be displayed in text format). 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 5/24/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the cited references show a receiving party and not a sending 
apparatus as claimed. A sending apparatus is in a preamble. Preamble is generally not 
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given any patentable weight. However, the receiving party (Cellular phone is also a 
sending party in broadest reasonable interpretation as user also sends out messages. 
Therefore applicant's arguments are not persuasive. Applicant also argues that 
receiving terminal model name is not taught by cited references. Examiner disagrees. 
Specifically as cited in col. 2, lines 57-63, user's identification information is received, 
terminal model name is received for identification purposes. Therefore cited prior art 
does teach claimed limitation. Therefore applicant's arguments are not persuasive. 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sanjiv D. Shah whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4098. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bhavesh M. Mehta can be reached on (571) 272-7453. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EEC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Sanjiv D. Shah 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2625 

S. Shah 

September 16, 2005 




